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This course will cover the 15,000+ years of human history in
North America. We will learn this primarily through examination
of sources detailing primary research from important sites. From
this, we will, as a group, create general theory on cultural trends
at particular times and over time. Thus, we will be creating our
own theories in addition to examining those of others. Over the
course of the semester, we will be doing archaeology not just
learning about how it is done or how others do it.
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What type of projectile point is
this? By week 3, you’ll know all the
details about the fascinating
technology and aesthetics
behind it and about the
people who made and used
it. You’ll also get to
examine casts of this
and other tools.

IMPORTANT DETAILS
Professor: Dr. Eric Jones

Oﬃce hours:

Meeting time:

My email: jonesee@wfu.edu

Room: Carswell 018
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COURSE DESCRIPTION
This course will cover the archaeology of
Native American societies from the earliest human
inhabitants through the first two centuries of
interactions with Europeans during colonization.
We will study Pre-Columbian North America
using a scientific approach (with some interpretive
approaches sprinkled in) that is firmly grounded in
the archaeological evidence. The course will begin
with the earliest migrations into North America.
After this, the class will take a more detailed look at
the archaeology and cultural development in
particular regions of the continent. Over the course
of the semester, we will also explore current research
and existing debates in North American archaeology.
Through readings and discussions we will also
address the ethics of archaeological investigation in
the United States, the relationship between
archaeologists and Native Americans, and the
applicability of archaeological knowledge to address
current problems.

For most classes, your “homework” will be group
research into particular archaeological sites using
research articles and books. In class, we will compile
information from all of the groups’ sites and build
descriptions and explanations (theory) for the
particular time and/or region we are studying.
For the debate classes, we will all read the same
articles and debate the merits of opposing arguments
related to a critical topic in modern North American
archaeology.

LEARNING GOALS AND OBJECTIVES

Goal 1: detailed knowledge

Goal 4: research skills

Describe the diversity over time
and space of pre-Columbian
societies in North America. By the
end of the semester, you should be
able to provide a detailed
description of cultural trends at
any place at any point in time in
North America.
theory. You will learn how we have
built our knowledge by
Goal 2: explanation
understanding the methods and
Be able to describe and explain
theory behind it. We will read and
(using theory) large trends in
evaluate research articles, giving
cultural evolution of preyou the opportunity to understand
Columbian societies in North
exactly how the archaeology
America. This will include the
provided the data and how
invention of agriculture and the
diﬀerent theoretical models oﬀer
formation of complex societies.
explanations for the patterns
observed. You will even get the
Goal 3: method and theory
chance to excavate at a Late
Gain a greater understanding of
Woodland site for an afternoon.
archaeological methods and

Learn how to plan, execute, and
present your own research project,
culminating in a final research
paper.
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Goal 5: applicability
Devise ways in which the
knowledge from this class can be
applied to modern issues,
particularly those related to
human-environment interactions,
human geography, and Native
American-U.S. relations.

Goal 6: critical thinking
Improve your critical thinking
skills by evaluating research
articles and scholarly books and
discussing and debating current
issues within the field with
classmates and faculty.
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EVALUATION AND GRADING SCALE

You will be required to complete
the following assignments and
activities:
Exams (3x50 points)
Site reports (150 points)
Participation (140 points)
ePortfolio posts (5x10 points)

Top: Reconstruction of Cahokia, IL
Bottom: Lomaki Pueblo, AZ

Final Paper (180 points)
- Topic (10 points)
- Annotated
bibliography/outline (40
points)
- Paper (100 points)
- Presentation (20 points)
____________________
Total: 650 points

HOW TO BE SUCCESSFUL IN THIS COURSE
Come to class. People
who don’t show up, fail. It’s
simple. Just reading is not
enough to gain a deeper
Do the readings. Class
time is not a summary of
your reading. It is a
discussion using that
information. If you don’t read,
you can’t discuss and will be
asked to leave.
Reflect. Take the time to think
about not only what you have learned
but why it’s important. We will take
time in class to discuss the wider
applicability of what we’re learning

Grading scale:
A = > 604.5 points
A- = 585 - 604
B+ = 563 - 584.5
B = 541.5 - 562.5
B- = 520 - 541
C+ = 498.5 - 519.5
C = 476.5 - 498
C- = 455 - 476
D+ = 433.5 - 454.5
D = 411.5 - 433
D- = 390 - 411
F = <390
The grading scale is a rough estimate. In
almost all of my upper level courses,
there is usually curve at the end. Very
few, if any students will earn an outright
A before this curve. I will challenge you,
and you will get frustrated with me at
times. However, I reward students for
their hard work, improvement
throughout the semester, and command
of the material.
Engage. Participate in class. Ask
questions during lectures. Comment
during discussions. Work with your
classmates on the group work. And,
get interested in the material.
Research. Both for your site
reports and your research
paper. Take this opportunity to
learn good research habits and
learn something new from
your own explorations.
Don’t get behind. If you feel lost or
miss a class for a legitimate reason, come
and see me. My office hours are there for
my students. Take advantage of them.

REQUIRED READINGS
There are two required texts and one optional text. The required are George Milner’s The Moundbuilders and
Stephen Plog’s Ancient Peoples of the American Southwest. These are books (not textbooks) that will help you find
primary sources for site research and help in interpreting your site research. We will primarily be reading research
articles that provide detailed information about sites and cultural developments. The bibliographic information
for these articles is at the end of this syllabus. You are responsible for finding them in online databases through
ZSR. This will help you to develop good, eﬃcient research skills. If you want general summaries of regions and
time periods, Dean Snow’s The Archaeology of Native North America is a good text and is completely optional.
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REQUIRED ASSIGNMENTS AND ACTIVITIES

EXAMS
There will be three non-cumulative examinations (dates are in the schedule). The exams will consist of essay questions
and will test your ability to think from the information presented in lectures, discussions, and readings. Each test is an
open-note take-home exam and is worth 50 points. I will hand them out on a Wednesday, and they will be due at the
beginning of class the following Monday. I will deduct 5 points for each day it is late, starting the minute class starts. If
you think you need an extension, ask me before the the exam is handed out. I will not grant extensions asked on the
day an exam is handed out or after. That said, be prepared; know your work load throughout the semester.
SITE REPORTS
You will be given a group assignment for almost every class. You will present information on an important site that tells
us about the time period or society/culture we’re to discuss that day. You will have 5-8 minutes to present your
information informally. These will require you to do outside research to learn more about the site. They are a good
opportunity to hone your research skills before you begin working on your research paper. They are also a great
opportunity to understand how we move from archaeological findings to general descriptions and explanations of past
behavior. You will do 15 of these throughout the semester, and they are worth 10 points apiece for the 150 point total.
PARTICIPATION
Whether building general explanations through the site research or debating a topic, every meeting will be discussionbased. You will be assigned readings that will be the basis for discussion. Each of you at some point will be required to
present a brief 3-minute summary of one of the articles assigned for a debate class. This and your overall participation
in the discussion and lecture classes will comprise 100 points of your participation grade. You will be graded on the
quantity and quality of your comments. Grades will be assigned relative to other class participants. In other words, the
person(s) with the highest number of productive comments will get an A and everyone else will be assigned grades
relative to those individuals. If you miss class without a valid excuse, you will get -4 points for that day. If you do not
read, you will get -2 points. If you are quiet, this is the time to work on being more engaged in small classroom setting.
We are here to help you improve.
40 points of your participation grade will be based on your participation in two activities outside of class. We will take
a fieldtrip and visit local archaeological sites that we will discuss this semester. We will also collaborate with Campus
Gardens and try to grow the Eastern Agricultural Complex and heritage varieties of maize as a form of experimental
archaeology. I am open to other ideas you may have as a class as well.

EPORTFOLIOS
Throughout the semester, you are required to post 5 short writings to the Sakai blog page. These short essays, less than
a page in length, should focus on how what you’ve learned in readings and class is applicable to modern society. These
will have a broad theme of sustainability, broadly defined as cultural systems, practices, or interactions that survive for
long periods to the benefit of all those involved. Within this broader theme, there will be specific topics for your posts.
Three posts will be about human-environment interactions. One will be about modern Native American issues or
concerns. And one will be about a topic of your choice. These can be done on your schedule, except two requirements:
three must be posted before spring break and all of them must be posted by the end of Week 14.

RESEARCH PAPER
You will be required to write a 15-page research paper, all parts of which are worth 180 points,. The paper itself is worth
100 points. The topic is worth 10 points and consists of you scheduling a 20-minute meeting with me in which we will
discuss your ideas and finalize a topic. The due date is in the syllabus. The bibliography/outline is worth 40 points with
at least 15 scholarly, peer-reviewed sources (i.e. book, book chapter, or journal article). In order to write a good 15-page
paper, you will need at least 15 sources and an outline. This bibliography/outline will be an outline of the structure of
your paper with basic details, 15 sources, and where the sources will be used in your paper. Your papers will be due the
last week of class. During finals week, you will present your work in an informal presentation/discussion. This will give
us an opportunity to discuss the strengths and weaknesses of your paper. NOTE: Citations and style must be in
accordance with the AAA guidelines, which can be found at: http://www.aaanet.org/publications/guidelines.cfm
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OTHER DETAILS

Attendance
If you plan on missing more than
2 classes, you should consider taking
another course. The learning of
concepts and theory, which are
critical to knowledge building will
happen in class. I will make all
necessary adjustments to
accommodate legitimate universitysanctioned reasons for missing classes
or examinations. These include
participation in university-sponsored
athletic competitions. I do need to
know about these in advance.
Extensions for exams will be provided
in the event of illness or family
emergency. I need to know about
these circumstances very soon after
you do. No accommodation will be
made for people who do not inform
me of a legitimate reason the same
day of when an exam is handed out or
when an assignment is due.
Academic Integrity
All students should act with
personal integrity, respect other
students’ dignity, rights, and property,
and help create and maintain an
environment in which all can succeed
through the fruits of their eﬀorts.
Dishonesty of any kind will not be
tolerated in this course. Dishonesty
includes, but is not limited to,
cheating, plagiarizing, fabricating data
or citations, facilitating acts of
academic dishonesty by others, having
unauthorized possession of
examinations, submitting work of
another person or work previously
used without informing the
instructor, or tampering with the
academic work of others. Students
who are found to be dishonest will
receive academic sanctions from
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myself and from the Wake Forest
Honor and Ethics Council.
Engagement
I encourage all students to be
active participants in their own
education. If anyone has suggestions
for topics in which they are
interested, a need for more examples,
or general thoughts on how the class
can be improved please tell me in an
appropriate and constructive manner.
I try to make this course the best it
can be, and that requires student
input. That said, if you have basic
questions about the course, exam
format, or due dates, look in your
syllabus before emailing me. If you
email me with a question that you can
easily find yourself, I will not reply.
Learning Assistance
Accommodations will be
provided for students with
documented physical, sensory,
systemic, cognitive, learning, and
psychiatric disabilities. If you believe
you have a disability requiring
accommodation in this class, please
notify the Director of the Learning
Assistance Center (email at
lacenter@wfu.edu or call at
336-758-5929). They will provide me
with verification of your needs, and
will recommend appropriate
accommodations.
Safe Spaces
Like any anthropology class, this
course will require you to think
critically about sensitive topics. In
this class topics include racism,
genocide, and oppression. This class is
a safe space for everyone to express
their opinions and ideas. Keep in
mind that safe spaces also allow
others to disagree with your ideas,
albeit in a respectful manner. My role
is to facilitate civil and enlightening
discussions, not dictate opinions. I
will ask everyone to think holistically
and relativistically in these situations.

Calendar
February 3
Last day to meet with me about paper
topics
February 15
First exam due
March 14
Second exam due
March 28
Annotated bibliography due
April 4
Third exam due
April 25
Fourth exam due

Places to Visit
With your newfound knowledge
of and appreciation for North
America’s history

MOUNDS
From Georgia
to Michigan to
Oklahoma,
there are 1000s
of Adena, Hopewell, and
Mississippian mounds to explore.

ANCESTRAL PUEBLO
SITES
An amazing
landscape with
amazing sites.
Seeing the
architecture yourself really helps
to understand SW cultures.

EASTERN WOODLANDS
VILLAGES
Throughout the
east,
reconstructed
Native
American villages give you a
glimpse into life just before and
during European colonization.

SYLLABUS
Week Date
1 13-Jan
2 18-Jan
20-Jan

3 25-Jan

27-Jan

Topic
Introduction
NO CLASS: MLK DAY
The First Americans

Paleoindians and Late Paleoindians

SPRING 2018
Readings/Sites
Syllabus
Readings: Fagundes et al.; Mandryk et al.
Sites: Ushki complex, Dyuktai complex, Topper, Friedkin, Paisley
Caves, Meadowcroft
Sites: Blackwater Draw, Bull Brook, Lehner, West Athens Hill,
Lindenmeier, Mountaineer, Olsen-Chubbock
Hint: TM 22-31, APAS 37-45
Readings: Mosimann & Martin 1975; Meltzer 1988; Grayson &
Meltzer 2003; Surovell et al. 2015
Sites: Danger Cave, Hardaway, Koster, Read, Watson Brake; Hint
TM 32-54, APAS 46-55

4 1-Feb

Debate: Did the first Americans cause
megafaunal extinction?
The Archaic 1: the sites

3-Feb
5 8-Feb

The Archaic 1: the sites (cont.)
The Archaic 2: agriculture and mounds Readings: Smith 1989; Hamilton 1999; Sassaman 2005

10-Feb The Moundbuilders 1: Adena
6 15-Feb Discussion of theory: ecology vs.
symbolism
17-Feb The Moundbuilders 2: Hopewell
7 22-Feb Mississippian 1: origins and Middle
Mississippian
24-Feb Mississippian 2: South Appalachian,
Plaquemine, and Caddoan
8 29-Feb Mississippian 3: what was
Mississippian?
2-Mar The (Other) Late Woodland

Assignments

Readings: TM 54-61; Clay 1998
Review: Hamilton 1999; Sassaman 2005

Paper topic due

Exam 1 due

Sites: Liberty, Pinson, Mound City, Seip, Newark, 6 Hopewell
settlements
Hint: Smith 1992; TM 61-104
Sites: Toltec, Cahokia, Moundville, Aztalan, Angel Mounds
Hint: TM ch. 6
Sites: Ocmulgee, Etowah, Town Creek, Grand Village, Spiro
Hint: TM ch. 6
TBA
Sites: Norris Farms, Donnaha, Redtail, Wall, Mohican Sites,
Werrowocomoco

3 ePortfolio
posts

SPRING BREAK
9 14-Mar The (Other) Late Woodland (cont.)
16-Mar Debate: Did Northern Iroquoians
migrate?
10 21-Mar Southwest 1: Cultures and early village
life
23-Mar

11 28-Mar

30-Mar
12 4-Apr
6-Apr
13 11-Apr

Sites: Chamberlain, Otstungo, Mantle, Smith-Pagerie,
Snow 1995a; Crawford and Smith 1996; Snow 1996; Hart and
Brumbach 2009
Sites: Cerro Juanaqueño, Shabik’eschee, SU, Snaketown, Pueblo Exam 2 due
Grande
Readings: APAS ch. 1; Abbott et al. 2007
Hint: APAS ch. 4
Southwest 2: cultural florescence
Sites: Pueblo Bonito, Chetro Ketl, 29SJ724, Fajada Butte, Salmon
and Aztec
Hint: Lekson et al. 2006; APAS ch. 5; McKenna and Truell 1986
Southwest 3: cliﬀ dwellings,
Sites: 5MT10010, Keet Seel and Betatakin, Mesa Verde, Sand
Annotated bib./
cooperation, and conflict
Canyon Pueblo, Pot Creek Pueblo
outline due
Hint: APAS ch. 6
West Coast and Plateau
Readings: Hayden and Schulting 1997; Arnold 1992
The Chumash and Marxism (fun time!) Review: Arnold 1992
NO CLASS; The Plains
Snow chapter (on Sakai); Bamhforth 1999; Walde 2006
Northwest Coast
Ames 1994; Hayden 1990

13-Apr Arctic and Subarctic Societies
14 18-Apr Contact and Colonialism

Stewart et al. 2000; Gordon 2004
Sites: Townley-Read, Joara (Berry), Pecos Pueblo, Mission San
Antonio de Padua, Fort Ross
Hint: TM ch. 8
Dobyns 1966; Snow 1995b; Jones 2010; Jones 2014

20-Apr Debate: What was the size of Native
populations at contact?
15 25-Apr Debate: How should Native viewpoints Watkins 2003; McGhee 2008; American Antiquity Forum 2010
be incorporated into archaeology?
27-Apr Wrap up: why does this matter?
Finals Week Final Paper due on May 2 at noon; paper meetings on May 4
Abbreviation Guide:
TM: The Moundbuilders by Milner; APAS: Ancient Peoples of the American Southwest by Plog

Exam 3 due
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Guidelines for Class Discussions
Days when you do site research and we build theory, the class will run as follows:
1.

Each group will present your findings; everyone in the group should be part of this presentation. You will be assigned a
score from 0-5 as a group; if someone does not present, they will get a score 1 point lower than the others.

2.

We will then have a discussion about descriptions of and explanations for the patterns observed

3.

During this discussion, you will be graded on the number of productive comments you make during the discussion of
the article (you get 1 point for each productive comment).

Days when we discuss or debate a topic, the class will run as follows:
1.

I will ask a different student to quickly summarize each article (e.g. the goal, methods used, results, and interpretations).
You will be given a score of 0-5 for this.

2.

Once the articles are summarized, we will debate the topic at hand. Each debate will have at least two clear sides. Ideally,
you should pick one of those sides you think is better supported and be able to explain why. As with the site research
days, you will be graded on the number of productive comments you make during the discussion of the article (you get 1
point for each productive comment).

You overall participation grade will thus be a totaling of your group grades, your participation points from each day in class, and
your article summary. As previously mentioned, if you skip class (i.e. non-excused absence), you will be given -4 points for that
day and a 0 for any group work that was presented. If you did not do the reading for class, I will ask you to leave and you will
get -2 points for that day.

Guidelines for Writing
For your take-home exams, follow these rules:
1.

Each answer may not be longer than a single page. I will stop reading at the end of the page.

2.

12-point Cambria or Times New Roman font with 1-inch margins

3.

Single-spaced

4.

Do not put anything else on the page, including question number, a title, or a restatement of the question.

5.

Print out your answers, two-sided, and write your name on the back of the last page. Do not put your name anywhere
else on the document.

6.

Hand them to me at the beginning of class on the day it is due. I will not accept emailed answers.

For your annotated bibliography, outline, and final paper, follow these rules:
1.

12-point Cambria or Times New Roman font with 1-inch margins

2.

Double-spaced

3.

Number the pages. I will deduct 5 points if this is not done.

4.

All in-text citations and the bibliography should be in AAA format. I will deduct points if they are not. Download the
PDF of guidelines here: http://www.aaanet.org/publications/style_guide.pdf

5.

You are graded on both style and content. You will get grades for each out of 50 points and a total grade out of 100.

Topics and Guidelines for ePortfolio Posts
For your posts:
1.

Use the Blog page on Sakai for your posts.

2.

There is no minimum or maximum requirement, but you should not feel obligated to write more than the equivalent of a
1-2 page paper.

3.

While these should be written carefully (i.e. no typos), they can be more free-form writing than the exams or the research
paper

4.

Creativity is encouraged

Use the following questions and topics to guide your ePortfolio posts:
1.

I have paleoethnobotonist colleagues that would like to promote the cultivation of the Eastern Agricultural Complex (i.e.
chenopods, maygrass, knotweed, etc.) in modern America. Using your experience in our collaboration with Campus
Gardens, do you think this is a sustainable agricultural system that could be adopted today? If so, on what scales? For
example, should we promote it on campus? More broadly?

2.

Compare the modern distribution of people in North America to that in AD 1400. What differences and similarities do
you see? What accounts for these patterns? Are any of our modern ecological concerns related to these distributions? If
so, explain.

3.

Using examples of your choice from egalitarian and hierarchical societies, discuss the sustainability of these sociopolitical
systems in ancient North America? Are there broader patterns to be gleaned from these societies?

4.

How sustainable is the current relationship between archaeologists and Native American nations and communities?
What is working well? What areas of improvement are needed?

5.

Write about any topic related to sustainable practices and North American archaeology. It can be environmental,
economic, social, political, etc. Pick a topic and offer your well-supported thoughts.

